Hochawai^ fork. 

New Traveller Live Cultural Archive 


Statement of Intent 



We at Rockaway Park, along with our friends, family and accomplices from the New Traveller 
community, propose to create a live archive of our culture to serve as both a historical record 
and educational resource. 

The New Traveller community has a rich history of creativity and resistance - from its 
beginnings in the Free Festival scene of the 1970s, the anarcho punk squats of the 80s, the free 
party and environmental protest movements of the 90s, right up to the current punk, party and 
protest movements of today. 

We feel that this aspect of our history should be celebrated, and that a mobile archive display 
would be the most practical way to tour festivals and community events - we will do this with a 
view to educating a new generation about the roots of the UK festival scene, and the 
involvement of the New Traveller community in all aspects of it to this day. 

Rockaway Park is located in Temple Cloud, NE Somerset, and exists as an autonomous 
creative space supporting artists and makers from the New Traveller community and beyond. 





















Live Physical Archive 


The physical aspect of the archive will have a permanent home at Rockaway Park, where we 
will set up a static exhibition of pictures, artwork, restored vehicles and caravans, hold events, 
and offer practical workshops with a view to sharing knowledge and skills. 

We will also create mobile archive display, based in a converted caravan, as a practical way to 
tour festivals and community events. We want to produce an interesting and accessible way of 
educating on New Traveller culture in a contextual (ie. festival) environment, and as a vehicle 
(both physical and metaphorical) for promoting the digital archive to a new generation. 


Live Digital Archive 


We intend to run the live physical archive in tandem with an open access digital archive online. 
We feel that the digital archive has a much broader scope to record all aspects of New 
Traveller culture - from photos of traveller vehicles, sites, and families, to flyers of festivals and 
traveller events in the UK and beyond (Stonehenge, Treworgy, Glastonbury, Stowe Fair, 
Dragon Festival, Freekuency), to written personal accounts and recorded interviews, etc. 

We feel that by having an open access archive merely curated by Rockaway Park, many more 
voices can be heard, and as such a fuller picture of New Traveller lives and culture can be 
recorded. 

We also intend to explore how elements of our culture have ‘crossed over’ into the mainstream - 
through various channels of the media, such as television, movies, and popular music - and the 
appropriation of the counterculture in general via the festival and entertainment industry. 

We will also explore the legal standing of our culture - past, present and future - and examine 
the policies of successive UK governments to either criminalise or preserve our way of life, and 
shine a light on those individuals and organisations that have fought (and continue to fight) for 
the legitimisation and preservation of our way of life. 


https://rockawavpark.co.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/rockawavpark.co.uk/ 






